LOCARNO   LIMITED
Agreement and even saving the League of Nations, was the
most remarkable feature of the debate which followed.
For Eden the task was particularly difficult. He had
identified himself with a policy which if it had not yet
crystallized into one of League liability was yet sufficiently
modern that it demanded—as in the case of Turkey—a new
deal for and with the defeated Powers. He had now to
defend what was in fact a reverse both for Germany and
the League. He had been preceded by Lord Hugh Cecil,
whose Olympian detachment he could admire but not
safely emulate. He assumed a direct realistic attitude. The
plea was that Great Britain should put her foot down, but
the only logical consequence of such action would be to
secure not simply Germany's entrance into the League but
also the black-balling of any other candidate under any
circumstance whatever. That was a possible course to pur-
sue, but at the same time it was both * arrogant and dic-
tatorial '. We could be grateful for the attitude Sweden had
adopted; but it would bode ill for the League if it provided
a precedent. * It is impossible for this country to go to
Geneva with a declared and immovable edict. It is abso-
lutely contrary to the whole purpose for which the Council
of the League exists. What is the use of having a Council
if everyone issues an edict before they get to it? *
He then made a skilful thrust at Mr. Lloyd George. c The
last member of this House who had any right to advocate the
policy of putting your foot down was Mr. Lloyd George. He
was always putting his foot down. Did that result in the
friendship of France, the confidence of Germany, or in the
goodwill of Turkey ? To-day in the Near East it is a heritage
of the right honourable gentleman's policy which is making
it so difficult for us to obtain the goodwill of Turkey. He
was always putting his foot down and always trying to take
it up again. It is exactly what you cannot do. And as a

